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A compute 



r syst 



em comprising: 



a computer network; 

one or mor^ client computers connected to the 
computer network; 

a plurality\of server computers connected to 
the computer netwbrk; 

a plurality of server computer programs 
executable by the plurality of server computers, 

wherein one on more of the server computer 
programs comprise computer instructions for: 
receiving an initial request for an 

address of one of the server computers from 

one of the client computers ; 

selecting oqe of the server computers 

based on status ; 



sending to tl 
address of the sell 

receiving a s\ 
address of the sel< 

sending to the 



Lent cc 



mputer an 
er computer; 
request for an 
server computer; and 
ient computer an 



:tefl se 



>se 
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address for the selected server computer. 

2. The computer system on claim 1, wherein the 
server computer programs f urther\comprise computer 
instructions for: 

in response to said subsequent request, 

determining whether the selected server computer 

is operational; and 
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if the selecteci server computer is not 
operational, selecting a new server computer based 
on status and sending the address of the new 
server computer to the client computer. 



3. The computer system of claim 1, wherein the 
subsequent request includes a Site Name. 

4. The computer syst;em of claim 3, wherein at 
10 least one of the server computers is a DNS Failover 

server authoritative for tHe Site Name. 



15 



5 . The computer syst 
initial request includes a 



6 . The computer syst 
least one of the server comp 1 
server authoritative for the 



(im of claim 4, wherein the 
Pool Name. 



if c 



iteB 



Pot 



l^cim 5, wherein at 
is a DNS Load Balance 
1 Name . 



2 0 7. The computer system of claim 6, wherein the 

DNS LB server and the DNS FO server are programs 
executed by a single computer 



8. The computer system bf claim 6, wherein the 
25 DNS LB server and the DNS FO server are programs 
executed by separate computers , 



9. The computer system of\ claim 4, wherein the 
initial request includes a Group Wame . 
30 \ 



10. The computer s^fetem of claim 9, wherein at 
least one of the server campilters is a DNS Load Balance 
server authoritative for tne Group Name. 



11. A computer system comprising: 
a computer network; 

one or more client computers connected to the 
computer network; 

a plurality of server computers connected to 
the computer network; 

a plurality of server computer programs 
executable by the plurality of server computers, 

wherein one or more of the server computer 
programs comprise computer instructions for: 

determining whether one of the client 

computers has previously maintained a session 

with one of the server computers ; 

extracting a host name from the first 

communication request not in session; 

determining whether the host name 

extracted from the first communication 

request not in session is a Site Name for the 

server, a Site Name for another server, a 

Group Name, or a Pool Name; 

redirecting the request to the Site Name 

for the server when the extracted host name 

is a Group Name or other server Site Name; 

redirecting the request to the Site Name 

for the server when the extracted host name 

is a Pool Name and the server is in the 

proper group; 
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perforating both the above redirections 
such that a If lag is introduced; 

redirecting the request to the proper 
Group Name when the extracted host name is a 
Pool Name andl the server is in an improper 
group; and I 

redirecting the request to the proper 
Group Name when the extracted host name is 
the Site Name ifor the server and the flag has 
not been introduced. 

12. The computer system of claim 11, wherein the 
server computer program further comprises computer 
instructions for: \ 

if the extracted most name is the Site Name 
for the server and the flag has been introduced, 
initiating a new session for the client computer 
with the server computer and delivering a page to 
the client computer from the server computer. 

13. The computer system of claim 12, wherein the 
server computer program further comprises instructions 
for selecting a Group Name basbd on properties of the 
request . \ 

14. The computer system on claim 12, wherein the 
server computer program further comprises instructions 
for performing admission control load overflow. 
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15. The computer system of clkim 11, wherein the 
computer network is the Internet. \ 
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16 . A method £ 
plurality of server 
client computers vi£. 
comprising : 

receiving 

of one of the s 



or distributing load among a 
computers connected to one or more 
a computer network, the method 
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an initial request for an address 
erver computers from one of the 
client computers; 

selecting pne of the server computers based 
on status; 

sending to Ithe client computer an address of 
the selected serlver computer; 

receiving al subsequent request for an address 
of the selected server computer; and 

sending to tlhe client computer an address for 
the selected server /compute 



20 



25 



17. The method oflVlaim 16, further comprising: 

in response to said subsequent request, 
determining whether! the selected server computer 
is operational; andl 

if the selected server computer is not 
operational, selecting a new server computer based 
on status and sending the address of the new 
server computer to tne client computer. 



18. The method of claim 16, wherein the 
subsequent request includesla Site Name. 



30 19. The method of claim 18, wherein at 

least one of the server computers is a DNS Failover 
server authoritative for the sAte Name, 
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20. The method of claim 19, wherein the initial 
request includes a Pool Name. 



21- The method of claim 20, wherein at least one 
of the server computers is a DNS Load Balance server 
authoritative for the Pool Name. 

22. The method i>f claim 21, wherein the DNS LB 
server and the DNS FO \server are programs executed by a 
single computer. \ 



23 . The method of \clafyn x 2'i , wherein the DNS LB 
server and the DNS FO server are programs executed by 
separate computers . \ 

24. The method of c!Daim 19, wherein the initial 
request includes a Group Name. 

25. The method of claim 24, wherein at least one 
of the server computers is a DNS Load Balance server 
authoritative for the Group Name. 

26. A method for distributing load among a 
plurality of server computers connected to one or more 
client computers via a computer network, the method 
comprising : 

determining whether one of the client 
computers has previously maintained a session with 
one of the server computers; 

extracting a host name from the first 
communication request not in session; 
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determining whether the host name extracted 
from the first communication request not in 
session is a Site Name for the server, a Site Name 
for another serveor, a Group Name, or a Pool Name; 

redirecting the request to the Site Name for 
the server when tne extracted host name is a Group 
Name or other server Site Name; 

redirecting tlhe request to the Site Name for 
the server when the extracted host name is a Pool 
Name and the server! is in the proper group; 

performing botm the above redirections such 
that a flag is introduced; 

redirecting the! request to the proper Group 
Name when the extracted host name is a Pool Name 
and the server is in an improper group; and 

redirecting the request to the proper Group 
Name when the extracted host name is the Site Name 
for the server and the \f lag has not been 
introduced . 

27. The method of claim\2 6, further comprising: 
if the extracted host name is the Site Name 
for the server and the flclg has been introduced, 
initiating a new session for the client computer 
with the server computer and delivering a page to 
the client computer from thA server computer. 



28. The method of claim 27, further comprising 
selecting a Group Name based on properties of the 
30 request. 
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29. The method! of claim 27, further comprising 
performing admission! control load overflow. 

30. The method pf claim 26, wherein the computer 
network is the Internet . 



T 



31. A computer- readable storage medium comprising 
a server computer progrram executable by at least one of 
a plurality of server computers connected to one or 
10 more client computers over a computer network, the 
server computer program^ comprising computer 
instructions for: 

receiving an itiftia! request for an address 
of one of the serve? conjputers ^Jrom one of the 
15 client computers ; 

selecting one ojf^the server computers based 
on status; 

sending to the client computer an address of 
the selected server computer; 
2 0 receiving a subsqauent request for an address 

of the selected server! computer; and 

sending to the cldient computer an address for 
^ the selected server computer . 

25 32 . A computer-readable storage medium comprising 

a server computer program executable by at least one of 
a plurality of server computers connected to one or 
more client computers over a computer network, the 
server computer program comprising computer 

30 instructions for : 
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determining whether one of the client 
computers has previously maintained a session with 
one of the server computers; 

extracting a host name from the first 
communication request not in session; 

determining whether the host name extracted 
from the first contnunication request not in 
session is a Site Name for the server, a Site Name 
for another server) a Group Name, or a Pool Name; 

redirecting toe request to the Site Name for 
the server when the\ extracted host name is a Group 
Name or other served Site Name; 

redirecting the\ request to the Site Name for 
the server when the extracted host name is a Pool 
Name and the server is in the proper group; 

performing both tihe above redirections such 
that a flag is introduced; 

redirecting the request to the proper Group 
Name when the extracted! host name is a Pool Name 
and the server is in an \ improper group; and 

redirecting the request to the proper Group 
Name when the extracted host name is the Site Name 
for the server and the flag has not been 
introduced. \ 

33. The computer- readable storage medium of 
claim 32, wherein the serven computer program 
further comprises computer instructions for: 

if the extracted host name is the Site Name 
for the server and the flag has\been introduced, 
initiating a new session for the\client computer 
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ver 



with the server computer and delivering a page to 
the client computer from the server computer. 
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